
The Film Club works on a membership basis, although guests are welcome.  We watch films that 
are beautiful, moving, thoughtful and some that make us laugh!  There is a discussion after the 
screening for those who wish to stay.  The club is  run by a committee which selects some of the best 
of world cinema and independent English language films.  Foreign language films are subtitled.

The annual subscription fee of £38 admits you to all eleven films.

Guests  can be signed in by a member at each screening for £5 per film.  Guest tickets are sold on a 
first come, first served basis from 15 minutes before the screening and cannot be guaranteed.

Films are shown at the United Reformed Church Hall,  New Road,  Brentwood CM14 4GD, 
opposite the library.  There is parking in New Road or in Chatham Way Car Park,  entrance off 
Kings Road.  Doors open at 6:45pm and all films start at 7:30pm on Sunday evenings.

07938 197 939 	 bacc.contact@gmail.com	 brentwood-arts-cinema-club.co.uk

Member of Brentwood Arts Council

Brentwood Arts Cinema Club 
2017 Films

22nd January
The Maid

26th February
Our Little Sister

19th March
The Enigma of Kaspar 

Hauser
30th April

Ex Machina

21st May
The Conversation 

25th June
Story of the Weeping Camel

16th July
Fill the Void

17th September
Katalin Varga

15th October
Dead of Night

19th November
Timbuktu

10th December
La Belle et la Bête
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22nd January
The Maid
Sebastian Silva 	 95 mins	 Chile, 2009
A gripping psychological thriller, and poignant drama, about  a maid  in  a 
wealthy Chilean family, who starts rebelling against her role. The maid 
(Catalina Saavedra – wonderful), is both a subversive and put-upon 
character, scary yet subtle and tragic; the film both an exploration of 
personal tensions and a comment on issues of class in Latin America.

26th February
Our Little Sister
Hirokazu Koreeda	 128 mins	 Japan, 2015
Based on the award-winning manga series Umimachi Diary, Our Little 
Sister is the new film by acclaimed director Koreeda (Like Father, Like 
Son and I Wish). Nominated for the Palme d’Or, this exquisite family 
drama, set  across the varied  colours of the four seasons, is one of the most 
graceful, tender and moving films of 2015.

21st May
The Conversation
Francis Ford Coppola	 113 mins	 USA, 1974
As Hackman’s intensely private surveillance expert painstakingly pieces 
together evidence he becomes convinced of impending tragedy. Tragedy 
duly  occurs, but not the one he imagined, and he is left shattered - 
realising not only  his own sudden exposure but that someone may have 
planted a bug he simply cannot find. Bleak and devastatingly brilliant.

19th March
The Enigma of Kaspar Hauser
Werner Herzog	 110 mins	 Germany, 1974
In 1828 a young man, barely able to  walk or talk (whose origins are still 
unknown), appeared in Nuremberg clutching a note saying his name is 
Kaspar. Herzog brings a lyricism and sensitivity to this well-documented 
story, in an account of purity imperilled by 'civilisation’ which remains 
one of his most eloquent and emotionally affecting films.

30th April
Ex Machina
Alex Garland	 108 mins	 UK, 2015
In a billionaire genius’s mountain retreat, a young man takes part in  an 
experiment: testing whether AI (artificial intelligence) – in the person of a 
beautiful robot girl – can meet the test of appearing human. But as the 
situation evolves, into a dark psychological battle, loyalties between man 
and machine are challenged. What is it to be human, after all?

25th June
The Story of the Weeping Camel
Byanbusuren Davaa	 91 mins	Germnay / Mongolia, 2003
A charming docudrama taking us to the heart of the Gobi, and the lives of 
its nomadic peoples, which centres on the birth of a rare white camel colt, 
its rejection by its mother and the lengths to which the nomads must go, 
in  order to save the life of this precious animal. “About  life itself, and 
those few humans who still engage it firsthand”- Roger Ebert.

16th July
Fill the Void
Rama Burshtein 	 90 mins	 Israel, 2012
Shira, an 18 year old girl (Hadas Yaron, impressive), is pressurised by her 
family to marry the widower of her recently deceased sister, having hoped 
to  marry a boy her own age. Exploring the Hasidic community’s culture, 
this maps out  the societal  structures and perspectives that  dictate these 
lives, but never loses its feeling for the bride's predicament.

17th September
Katalin Varga
Peter Strickland	 82 mins	 Romania, 2009
Katalin, thrown out of her home in rural Romania when her husband finds 
out her son is not his own, sets off to  avenge herself on  the man who 
raped her, who lives peacefully with his wife, believing himself 
redeemed... A woozily gripping, Dostoyevskian tale of retribution and 
redemption, which glows from the inside with its own awful secret.

10th December
La Belle et la Bête
Jean Cocteau	 92 mins	 France, 1946
Cocteau’s spellbinding vision of Perrault’s fairytale set rarely  paralleled 
standards in fantasy. The otherworldly castle, complete with living 
statuary and dignified by Jean Marais’ unrecognisable Beast, at once 
ferocious, erotic and genuinely tragic, weaves an unforgettable 
enchantment.

15th October
Dead of Night
Cavalcanti/Crichton/ Dearden/Hamer	102 mins	 UK, 1965
Ealing’s collaborative masterpiece of horror: thought provoking, 
humorous, uncanny, but never less than intelligent. Ventriloquist Michael 
Redgrave’s agonised struggle with his own doll is among the outstanding 
segments, but the framing story is reckoned the greatest ever (even 
inspiring Fred Hoyle’s steady-state theory of the universe!).

19th November
Timbuktu
Abderrahmane Sissako 	 96 mins	 France/Mauretania, 2013
A tale of life in the parts of Mali  that  came under extremist Jihadi control 
in  2012, centred on  the family of a Taureg herder. This subtle depiction of 
the insurgents and their effects on the lives around them is a work of 
anger and compassion, teetering between hope and despair, and an 
extraordinary, visually beautiful fable, at once searing and poetic.

There is no screening in August.

Notes are provided for all films and refreshments are available.

There is an informal discussion after each film for those who like to 
discuss.
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